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TO THE 


PRINCE 
VENICE, &C. 


FRIEND, 


] BARB Prieſts and People of the City VENICE, but 
8&Þ yet 1-4 are notable to bear them : You being yet 
JewSEe 11 the Naturecand Ground in Which Amaziah the 
Prieft of Bethel was, in the dayes of the Prophet Amos ; Read 
Amos 7, 10, &c. And are not come to the Charity which Paul 
wrote of, which bears all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, and exdureth all things, _ 

But whether you will hear, bear, or fo2bear, this is rhe 
KIND of the LORD GOD toyonall. | 

The LO RD of Heſts hath a Controverſie with the whole? 
Earih, with whom he 1s ariſe to plead, even With all fnfal 
Fleſk, upon the face of the Earth, which have corrapted their 
wares before the Lord. | 

Behold, the migh:p Day of the Loxd GOD is at hand,where- 
in the LORD will Pfead with al! Fleſh, and enter into Judge- 
ment with all Fleſh, and execute Juigement by Sword and Ven- 
geance, with Plague ; and fulfil his Wrath by Famine and Fire, 
until] he ſweeps the Lard, as with a Beeſom of Deſtruttion ; and 
that it he c/eanſed of evii-deers. 
— Behold, Dverturn c-meth, and Dverturn followeth until the 
Laſt Overiure be f{iled, and He Come whoſe right it #5 to 

Tk  Reigtr, 


Have many things to ſay unto the Rulers, Prophets, 
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Tothe Prince of Venice, &c. 

Reign, and the LORD Chr:ft ſet up his Everlaſting Kingdom, 
whole Dominion ſhall zever have end : With whom no hypocrite, 
lip-worſhipper, nor ſinner, ſhall have an inheritance of Life, but 
ſhall be cat off for ever from the preſerce of the Lord, and ſepa- 
rated unto perpetual Foe and Miſery, tobe held in the /ake of 
fire and ſulphure, with the blackrneſs of the chaines of darkpeſs, 
under the fiery 1dr gnation and wrath of the Lord God;and there- 
in to be ſwallowed up alrve, and to remain beyond the meaſure 
of all times, | 

Think of this you Fhoremongers, Whores and Harlots, you 
Drunkards, Gluttons, Proud, Covetons, curſed Swearers and Ly- 
ars, Cheaters and Defrauders, Revellers, Sporters, Gamſters ; you 
that ſpend your pretzors time in Vamty, wherein yet GOD hath 
It Mefrou to Repent, In your abomnable unclean Luſts, Vani- 
ty and Wantonneſs ; you Enviou-hearts,that cannot ſpeak out of 
Crookedneſs and Frowardneſs;GOD hath a treaſure of Uengeance, 
ſeven Vials full of Wrath, the Wrath of the Lamb whoſe Life in 
your Sodorn, 1s day by day, throughout the »umber of your days 
ſlaughtered in your ſtreets. 

T hink of Sodom, and call to 91nd the exd of Gomozrah, for 
zow at this time the Lord warxes you, even as he ſited them 
Cities ; Prepare, prepare therefore to meet the LORD by true 
and #»fe:gned Repentance , if haply the Lord may ſpare you, 
and turn away the fierceneſs of his Wrath, which looketh to- 
wards you, Leave off your flattering-ſpeeches, and Tues one 
to another, and let every one ſpeak the plainneſs of his heart and 
truth to his Neighbour : Amend all your wares and flatter not 
your ſelves, nor deceive your ſouls,with ſaying that you are of the 
Church of Rome : For many ſhall ſay Lord, but not enter; and 
the Jews called Abraham their Father, yet wanted h#s Faith ; 
But fo2ſake your curſed ſpeeches and Oathes, and Adalteries, and 
Whordoms and Druakenneſs,and all Ide{atries and Inchantments, 
and Sorceries'; Calt from you the cords of vanity, and ſo turn to 
the Lord, and then the Lord will tr» to you : Or elſe GOD 
hath ſpoken in his hol#neſs that he will viſit you with his Uen- 
neance, becauſe of your #zrighteonſneſs and #ngodlineſs ; and al- 
though you may ow, ſhut jour ears againlt your barder, and 
laugh and mock at God's CMeſſengers,and afft and pumſh them 
which cry againſt your /oathſons EI, which ſtink - = 

| nojfirrb6s 


o the Frince of Venice, &e. | 

neftirils of God, and his Saizts, andis an ——_ modeſty, 
yea though you may but gaiz-ſay our voice ; It is becauſe we cry 
avainft your fizs, and for none other caxſe, but becauſe we cry 
againſt all and reprove I-1qu:ry in the £4 : Yet be it known 
unto you, that GOD ſent unto Babylon her burden, Iſa. 13, 1, 
and unto Moab his burden, Iſa, 15. 1, Andunto Damaſcus her 
burden, Iſa. 17. 1.. And ante Egypt, Iſa. 19.1. Andunto the 
Deſart, Iſa. 21. t, And unto Tyre, [ſa. 23. 1. And unto the 


South, Iſa. 30.6. And unto Niniveh her burden, And unto ahums | 


f 


Dxmah,lſa. 21,11. And unto Arabra, Iſa.21.13. Andunto 
the Valley of Y;ſron, her burden, Iſa. 22, 1, And it came to paſſe 
that thoſe rhings which were once the Prophet's burden for 
them, God laid every oxe's burden upon their own back, and 
made them all to bear their own bardez ; even as aiſo from the 
Lord God, I ſay unto you, GOD will make you bear your own 
burden, even for your own fin, Which is grievous, Whole burden 
alſo will be grievors in the day whereof you ſhall ſay each one 
to his ze:ghboar, and to his acquarntance, even as Cain ſaid, Our 
burden a4 puniſhment 2 greater than we can bear, Remem- 
ber you are warned in the day of the Lord's pirty ; Repent and 
turn from your ſins, for the Lord God laughs at your Copfeſſors and 
Confeſſions, whilſt you and they are ſtill following on 77 /iz,heap+ 
ing ſz upon fin, drawing In1quity with cords of vanity, and ſin as 
it were with cart-ropes : Elſe in God's day of Uiengeance, you 
ſhall remember that I did not 74» before I was ſet, that God 
might v:fit you with warmng, even as Nrmveh was by 7 onah, 
which then repezted. Py1ize your time, tor chzs is the wo2d of 
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the Lord to you all, therefore whilſt you have time Repent. 


And then the PRINCE of Vezxice, and the reſt of the 
. Nobles ; Arife from your Throxe, put on mourning in the :7- 
ward parts,and p2oclaim this in the C:ty, for my MESS AGE 


15 #xto you, and I clear my ſe/f unto you ; Letthe K ING of 3, 5,6. 


Nimwveh be your Example, and clear your ſelves to the People of 
all their 400d, | 

I am come to make b1:nd thoſe which ſay they ſee, and to tar 
from the darkzeſs,thoſe which are b114d tothe L1G HT, that 
they may ſee. I am not come with the rnticing-words Of man's 
W1ſdom, neither in the excellency of Speech to man's Wiſdom ,, 


nor in.the deveivableneſs of vain Philoſophy, but in the 
Plains 


Jonah 
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Pe o the Friuce of Venice, ef. . _ 
plainneſs of the demonſtration of the Truth, in the Power of GOD 
unto rhat of God in all, but h:d and ſealed out of feht from the 
#nclean and valterous tnall the World; 1 am the L:ght of the 
World ( faith Chriſt ) which lighteth every man that cometh 1y- 
ohn | : 
to the World Saith John, who Was a witneſs of his that was,and 
Tobs I dotell you of the ſane hat #5, and zs to come, The little Stone 
1.9, Cut out of the Monntatus without a hand, which ſwuiteth at the 
*** feet of the great Image of the Earth, whoſe head is gold, the body 
and menzbers, part ſilver, part braſs,part ir02,and part iro mixt 
 Dan.2. with clay ; Until all the [mages and Image-makers of the Earth 
32,33. be confounded before the LORD, andthe great Image of the 
whole Earth, become like the chaffe of the - Fins. Cn 
2075, and the wind carry them away, that zo place be found tor 
them, and the little Stone which ſmiteth the [mage become a 
great Mountain, and fill the whole Earth. 

For zow is the Lord God of Heaven, and Earth about to ſet up 
his own Kizgdow, which thall zever be deſtroyed, and the King- 
dom (hall not be /eft to other People, bur it ſhall break 1n 
preces and conſume all other Kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand for 
ever. 

I am the Light of the World | ſaith the Lordof the Kingdom } 
he that believeth in me ſhall not abide 1n darkeſ '% but have the 
Light of Life. The Trumpet of the Lord hath ſounded and is 
ſounding, and many that are dead in Chriſt have heard the worce, 
and are already r:ſez out of the grave, and have appeared at the 
Fadgement of the Lord of the whole Earth, who cometh quickly 

x Cor, tO Fades all the /zhabitants thereof, both quick, and dead, And 
IF. FI, noW are the words of Par! fultilled : We ſhall not all ſleep, but 
62; we ſhall all be changed 11 a moment, 1# the twink/ing of an eye, at 
the lat trump , for the trump ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be 
Fohu raiſed ncorruptible, And furthermore, He that now ſhall keep the 
8.51, words of Him who ts the Light of the World, ſhall zever [ce Death. 
All this cometh and is cone according to the Everlaſting purpoſe 
of the o/ory of the LORD, and that men may no more make a 
talk. of the Scriptures, but that they may be all f#/filled, 
Awake, awake therefore yo that ſlumber in your confeſſions, 
and yet are afleep in jozr ſs ; awake to the turning from your 
fas, that ye alſo may hear the voice of the tramp of GOD, and 
thz joyful voice of the ſhout from Heaven with Him, who _ 
e: 
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To the Prince of Venice, &c. | 
eth in the glory of his brightneſs, cloathed in white , whom no 
fleſh can To and /ve, Awake, awake to the Judgement, whillt 
the day ſpringeth from on h:gh, and v1ſiteth you. For of a Truth 
| whether you will hear or forbear, the LORD GOD cometh 
who hath ſhewn ſges in the Heavey, in the Firmament above 
the Earth, and darkened the Sun at his Word, and turned the 
Moon into blood,even whillt the Nations were aſlcep,and thewed 
it to the thouſands which he hath gathered from Sea to Sea, and 
from the [lands in the Sea; and ſheied his orders unto thens 
fire and pillars of ſmroak., and blood, and waporrs, whereof I am 
A itneſs for the LORD GBDof Heaven and Earth - Whoam 
of him ſet, to declare his mighty dap which is at haxd, to the 
Ithabitants of the Earth. A warning therefore to the World 
whilit you have t:me, Repent, leſt he who cometh as a thief in 
the might, find you in the curſed ature of imquity, and you 
be judged with the condenmed for ever unto wrath:and think you 
of the perverſeneſs of that farthleſs generation, in the dayes of 
Noah, who continued eating and drizking, in the ſtrength of 
their «ſts, and would not take waraing , until the Flood came 
and thade an =tter deſtruction of them all , for as the dayes of 
Noah were, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Soy of Man be : So Matth, 
if Tow periſh in your ſis, and the People for their ſins, the blood be 24.37, 
upon Toxr own heads henceforth and for ever, Remember you 
were warned to Repent. 
Now the LORD is coming to blind the World, which&o ſay 

that they ſee, and to bring to »orhing their wiſdom, and to con- 
found all. the #/:ill-worſhips of all the ſons of me upon the 
face of the Earth; who can Sg, and Preach, and Speak,, and 
Pray in their own time, and 1n their own wills, that is to ſay, 
when they will, even in the ſame will wherewith they Swear, Col 
and Lye, or are Proud, or Covetors, Which is Idolatry ; or En- _ *s 
vous, Which is Merder, All theſe things in the ill and Time | Jo us 
of Man, both in Prieſt and People being but oze, as faith the by 4 
Scripture, Let his.prayer become ſin ; and again, ſaith Chriſt, th ; 
God heareth not ſinners, ſor the Worſhip of God is in Trth and þ, 3G 
n Spirit ; ſuch Yorſhippers the Father ſeeks to Worſhip hims,ſuch John 
as walk not after the Fleſh ; 1n whom the alrnals of the S 3. 
Law is fulblled, who walk, after the Spirit, in the Spirit, Now 2 5h 
who are inthe Spirit; and led by the Spirit, into afl Trath, in eh 
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; To the Prince of Venice, &c. 
the true knowledge and underſtanding of the myſteries of Trath , 
Which is hid from choſe which walk after the fleſh in iz, and ate 
ſinners, walking againft the Life of the Spirit, Which leadeth 
the true Worſhippers of GOD in the Spirit ont of all ſin into all 
truth, By Which Spirit of Trath, the Scriptures were ſpoken 
forth, and the Prophecres of the Prophets were ſpoken forth as 
Parables, as ſaith the Prophet. The Vifton of all #5 become nnto 
you, as a book. that ts ſealed ; which men deliver to oxe that ts 
learned ; ſaying, Read this I pray thee ; and he ſaith, 1 cannot, 
for it is ſealed, And again the book.is delivered to hims that ts not 
learned, ſaying, Read this I pray thee ; and he ſaith, Iam not learn- 
ed, So that it is hid from both the /earzed, and the #xlearned, 
bing not in the /ife of the Spirit by which it was written and 
wer forth : and Chriſt ſpake not any thing to the World, but 
what he ſpake in Parables, And if our Goſpel be hid, it # hid 
from them that are loſt, ( faith Paul!) who live 1n their ſas, a- 
oainlt the bfe of the Spirit, by which the Goſpel came, and was 
preached to the Spirits in Priſon,to the loft ſheep of the bowſe of 
Iſrael. 

And »ow if the World knows not how to try their own Spirits, 
let me ſhew them @ /ittle by asking a few Queſtions according 
to the Scriptures,which by the Spirit of Trarh and Wnderſtand- 
77g were given forth ; which if you have the Spirir,and do walk 


according to the Truth of the Scriptares,by the Spirit of Truth, 


of Wiſdom, and right Knderſtanding, then with the Life of the 
Sp:r1t you will be able rightly to ayſwer them all ; elſe you will 


know of what Spirit you are, as it is more neceſſary, that the- 


World thould know of what Spur: they are, then to 1magine 
that thay worſhip in the Spirie, whillt yer they are i» thery ſins, 
ind as men in the fleſh, walking and living in the /»ſt and /iberty 
of the fleſh, 

1. What t5that Line which God ſtretcheth over the Earth to 


meaſure the Earth withal ? 2 


2, What is that Behemoth which God made with Job? and how 
doth he eat graſſe as an Ox? and alchough God made him with Job, 
whether did Jo") know him until God diſcovered him to Job > And 
whether hath God made him with you, yea or nay ? | 


3. What are thoſe Chaines, wherewth CHRIST ſhall bind | | 


the KINGS of the Earth ? and what are thoſe Feiiers of 1ro: 7 
which 
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To the Prince of Venice, &c. 
which alſo thiir NOBLE S ſhall be bound? 

4. What ts that Fron Rod, with which He ſhall rule the Na- 
tions, and daſh the wicked 1n pieces as a Potters veſſel ? 

5.. What i that Seal, with which He ſealeth the month of 
the Pit of darkneſs? | 

6. What « the Seal and Jnſcription thereof, wherewith the 


number of the Lord's People are ſealed ? 


7. What i the Seal aud Wark of the Bealt, and his Num- 
ber ? 

8. What s that Eye of Diſceruing which giveth the ſight of 
readiug the Inſcription of every Seal in the fortheads of all, tothe 
underſtanding of what number they are ? and have you that Eye yea 
or nay ? 

9, FE came int the Apoltkacy ? aud whis was the cena 


and Revelation of the man of ſin, axd ſpirit of Antithriſt whic 


wrought x a myſtery 2 and how 7- he deſtroyed by the Vyicthtneſs 
of the coming of Chriſt ? Read 2 The, 2. 7,8,09, 10, ix, 12, 
and tell me, #hether any man 1n particular, or any profeſſing 
Peqple in general, are yet redeemed from under the power of the 


. working of the ſpirit of Ancichrilt, who remain 1 the firſt Mae 


ture , brimging forth the fruits of Tranſgreſgsion, yea of 
nay ff: | ER | 

10, Whether 15 there a Spot « Chriſt's Church ? and An- 
fſmer me plainly, VVhether is there any one ſinner, a member of 
Chriſt's Church upon Earth, yea or nay ? 


1x. What 5 the Law of Life a»d Liberty of the Saints,which 


keep themſelves 11 the Liberty , free from ſin and tranſgreſſion, 
which gendreth to Bondage, a meaſure of which us given to all ; 
and to as many alſo which have not the Letter, by which alſo they 
ſhall be judged, as they ſhall who have the Letter, and yet walk con- 
trary to the Letter of the Scriptares ? 

12, V/hat i thePlummet #»n:o which God ſereth Tudgment, 
that he may fill the Earth with Judgement, and the wicked with 
Condemnat 1on ? 

13. VYhat were thoſe Battering Rams which God cauſe 
Ezekiel to place againſt the Wails of Jeruſalem round about ? and 


' whether do they now Smnte againſt Jeruſalem , or Batter againſt 


the Walls of Dyſtery Babylon, yea or nay? 


14, VF hat are thoſe Thozns and Biiars which the wicked 


B-2 Pramnces. 
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To the Prince of Verace, &e. 
Princes of the Earth ſhall ſet in the gap, and ſet in Battel againff the 
Lord, which the fire of the Lord God ſhall conſume, that the Scri. 
ptures may be fulfilled ? 

15. /Vhat i the Battel of the Lamb, a»d who arc his 
Follewers ? and whether any are his true Followers, = ſuch 
4 are able ts hear all things, and bear all things in the true ſeaſon? 
and whether are any now of the true Church, which was iu Rome 
1n Paul's dayes, but ſuch as are ready to try all things, and hold ſaſt 
that which 5 good,yea or nay? | 

16, VYhether are Pout of that Church which are Proud, Ex. 
vious, or Perſecutors , which are Murderers im their hearts, yea 
&7 nay ? 

9 V/hether is not all Sin of the Devil, and he that com- 
its Stn of the Devil ? and i there any other ſpirit which Per- 
ſecutes or envies the TuSt now, but that ſpirit which was Exvious 
:2 the beginning, and ſlew Abel the Juſt then, becauſe God accept- 
ed him, and which alſo killed the holy Prophets, Chriſt and the A- 
poſtles, yea or nay ? 

18, VVhether ts there more than Dne Jnterceſſo2 and Dedi- 
ato2 betwee;: GOD and Man, and who ts ut ? 

Io. By what Weanes ſhall a TNoung Man Cleanſe hs 
VVayes? 

20, Is there one among all the Lip-p)ofelſozs of GOD in 
all the VVorld, which walkgs in the clean way, either P)ophet, 
Þzieft, or other, iz which no puner can walk, yea or nay ? 

21, Shall not I know the Tree by hzs Fruits, and all Profeſ- 
ſo2s by therr TAorks, yea or nay ? | 

22, FYVhether are not Chyiſtians, ſo called, ard Deathens, 
Turks 4d Jews, notwithſtanding the diverſities of the:r Con- 
feſsions 4d Pzofeſsions of YYords, being all 12 ſin and ſinners, 
aud tranſgreſſors, one in the Subſtance, and ſo in Unity, in one 
Ground and Natare, under the Curſe and VV/rathof G OD, yea 
or nay ? 

2 i V ho are the People Propheſied of ſhould come,of a Deep- 
er Speech haz you can percerve,ofa StammeringTongue tha 
you can Underſtand ? Ita. 33. 19. 

24. Let me ask the P)ophets, Prieſts ad wiſe Yen of the C:- 


* tyof VENICE, and let a Search run through the Land of IT - 5 yp | 


LY, to find out him which can ſhew the Princes thereof the true In- 
terpretation. /* 


To the Prince of Venice, &7, | 
terpretation of my Vifion,which z5 not a Dream,us the Voice 
Dreamer, b=t the Viſion of the Lord, concerning the Times at 
hand ; and prove you if their Wiſdons can ſatisfie your hearts touch- 
ng this matter ? i 
 1« my Qiſion 7 ſaw Seven Trees plaxted ;» Seven places, 
and the ground of Six of them where they grew was of one Ma- 
ture, ard each Tree had his fence about him, and I ſaw many 
Wozkmen /abouring to raiſe the Defence higher, they began to 
| Labour when it was alittle Light, and the Night ſhortly overtoock. 
them all, that they could ot Work, any longer, ſo that they ſaw 
not the good of the Workof their hands, and therefore they ſat 
down, and ſlept in ſorrow. | 
Andit came to paſs that there aroſe a Star,which while the 
Workmen ſlumbred, it ſhewed me, that the firſt Tree was full of 
Meſs, and withered without ſhooting a Leafe, and ſo waxed rot- 
ren : AndI heard one ſay, Tet norwithſtanding, let it ſtand for 
a ſeaſon, until afire be kandled. TS 

The Secord ſprouted out ſome certain Leaves, and it grew in- 
to Two Bodjes, from One Root, the ove was more green and freſh 
in coloxr than the other : And it came to paſs, that a Wind blew, 
and they daſhed each other ; but the green part ſtood longeſt, 
although her /eaves fell therewith, and her Body waxed dry at 
the Root, > | 

The Third proſpered for a little ſeaſon, but much heat parched 
the Branches thereof, and that alſo decayed. 

The Foarth had a time of Proſperit ”, but the Winter-ſeaſon 
blew cold Winds over her Boughs, inſonuch that-the R:izde pil- 
led away, ſo that the Body was left naked, andit withered 
ftandins. . 

The Eifth grerv by a pleaſant Brook, and theWaters thereof re- 
| freſhed her Root, but the Ground being not good to retarn the mo;= 
ſture,although that ſhe bxdded and bloſſomed,yet it came to paſs 
that a 71nd from the North gently blew over it, and many of 
the bloſſomes were blaſted, and the reſt that remarned, although 
they came towards the goodyeſs of Fruit, yet afterwards, there 
came a r#{hing Wind from: the ring of the Sun, and they all fell 
10 an #ztimely ſeaſon. 

The S:xth grew mightily, moretall and lofty than all the other 


foe, and was the moſt of all beantified with the largeſt SR, 
| and 
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Me T1 0 the- Prince of: Venice, ec 

and delight ful-colowred bloſſoms, which covered her large quick- 
| ns; * 2 but immectately her Roor became a »urſe of 

ottenneſs. | 

And Iſfawan Ar bladezz the hand of a certain Shepherd, 
and loe, He looked over all the Srx, and ſaid, -T hrs 45 becauſe of 
therr nx:frunfulneſs; aud yct a ſorer thing muſt-come to paſſe. And 
he turned to the Seveath Tree, which was planted in a low Val. 
ley unplenghed, and behold her Body bowed, and ſhe ſtooped un- 
to Him that had the Ar blave in his n1ght hand ;- and He took 
a member of that Tree, without hart to the Body, and he made 
thereof a Helve for the Ax, and faſtened- it thereto ; and he 
turned again towards the S1xth Tree,: and ſmore it, that it fell 
to the ground ; and ſo He paſled to the Fexces of all the 6ther 
Five tuft, and made breaches upon them, that they may all be= 
come utterly a Deſolation for ever, | | 

And he again ſaid, Even ſo mnſt 1t be anto many Daks, and 
Cedars, 4d wild apple-Trees iz the Woods ard Wilderneſs 
of the Forreſts of rhe Regions of the Earth, _ 

And again he returned tt the Seventh Tree, and 4:gged about 
it, and pruxed it, and it bare Fruit to ls pleaſure. St 

And he again uttered his ord-and ſaid, Thes 75 to ſpread, 
and 1 will dig a Well by her, and make her Field pleaſant, and are- 
freſhing River ſhall compaſs her Banks ;, that my Flockes which I 
have in (ecret places ay openly feed as oze Herd wether the com 
paſs of this Fence which 1 have framed, and will build it round 
about, that no Thief may reach to taſte of her Fruit. And I ſaw 
it and bleſſed the LORD, and magnified the NA ME of the 
moſt H:gh GOD. | | 

All that have received the key of Kzowledge of the Oracles of 
GOD they can Read me, and Underſtand me, and Receive 
me, and know that I am of GOD ; who being of GOD do know 
that the whole Horld lieth in wickedneſs, 

Now 4 w/e Ppince and wi{e Rulers, and w/e Judres, and 
wiſe Prieſts, and w/e People, ſuch as mz1mfter to the glory of 
the LORD, they will not j#dge of any thing before the true time. 
But Fools are raſh and perverſe; and froward, and heady,and fa- 
7104; ſuch, cannot judge ar1ght for GOD : | being not in the 
meaſure of GOD, which 1s meek, humble and patieat, which is 
the r7ue ee to fee all things juſtly werghed, in the ballance of E- 


quity 


. 


Tothe P rince of Venice, &*, © ball: 7 1 


quite and therefore-cannot meaſure a caxnſe aright, and ſo, no 
judge with the right Judgement ; for it wanteth to be-ſet uy 
within to. deſtroy the heady and the raſh, and fierce, ' and proud, - 
and envious wick - and ſo the meaſure withort 1s ſcant, ind 
wanteth of the rrath, becauſe it is firſt ſcant withiz and judgeth 
not evil withis, So it was with Chriſt , finners judged Hins 
Who was without fin, that was and is the #»juſt Judgement, then 
a Nation 1s full of , and it haleth b/ood upon it wilfully : but 
yet the LORD GOD will ;udge for all, and the Nations ſhall 
k:ow that he 1s Fadge of Heaven and Earth. | 
Therefore to rhe Light, Which is God's meaſure ip you all, 
turn your minds ; which Light in all your Conſciences, ſhews yore 
and will ſhew os all the evil, that ever you have dozxe in the 
bedy,; Which 1f you /ove it, and follow it, will jadge you all; and 
ſo as you love the judgement thereof, you will come to judge for 
_ GOD : Theevil eze will be caſt out, and the meaſure will be 
ſingle withry, to judge all zz truth and equity without ;* there=, 
fore ler all your Laws be according to that of GOD in, 
ſcrence : and this is the Word of the LQ Zia 
the Earth, | 
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x6: ( oncerning Iniquityun the heart, cc. 

Look upon thy. Lazzarette and remember thou wert told 
that if thou pallet dowy Produd, and reperteſt and amendeſt thy 
ways, GOD will preſerve in thee the longer a People, and in 
Tudgement thou ſhalt remember this, 


Concerning Iniquity in the heart, and the Fruits of 


- the Curſed Tongue, 


OD is coming to Judge all n1quiry in the heart, and 
will r:p opez every heart, and ſhew every man the 
deceitfulneſs of his heart : No Imquity is hid from 
GOD, nordeceitful word or attion, fo as that He 

ſeethit not; G O D, who is the ſearcher of all hearts, ſeeth 
the fooliſhneſs and decertfulzeſs, and the [niquity in the hearts 
pegcn, which flatter one another with var 7 itles, Which nei- 
Bodz.gor Soul, ſaying one to another, 7 am your 
rvant, Sir ; Tor {[ervan:s ſer- 

Eaſter, / a” pour Slave, 

14 cometh to jwdge the . 

d0< thizking what the 

x, and flattering 

ber ſons in adm 

it 15 the [t- 
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Concerning Imtquity in the heart, 8c. - 
vants, Dut of thine own mouth thou art judged; and ſo, Ont 


cy 


of your Own mouths you are judged : And this is the Tudgement Roms.2, 
which is of G OD, which 1s according to Truth, Shack that 2, 


of G OD 22 all your Conſciences ſets to ſeal, and ſhall ſet to ſel 
the Truth of G O D's Judgments. Now ſuch men which by 


their own Confeſſions, who out of their owa months are jadged, 


which the Light in their Conſcrences witneſs, that they are the 
ſervants of the Devil, and tne ſlaves of the Devil, and the Devil 
# their Lord : they will go toa PrieZt, which Prieft ſayes he ws 


the ſervant of Ged, and they will confeſs to him ſome of their - 


wickedneſs, :and the Prieſt will judge of it, 


Now I will tell you what Pa! ſaith to ſuch a Prieſt, what haſt 


thou to do to judge another man's ſervant? to his own maſter he ſtand- 
eth or falleth, So this I find the People in the 1xiquity,and the 


Prieft in the[niquity,each one partaking of each others Iniquity. 
Again, There are- thoſe Which do tay, - *hey «re Gentlemen, 


and ſay, ſuch'a one #5 a Gentleman, and fuch a one's. a\Gentle- 
2an, and ſuch a one #5 4 gallant Gentlewoman, which--are well 
bred ; he is a very underſtanding man, he can complement well, 
he is a man that can ſing well, and among ſuch as are hi Equals 


he ws very Noble, and will keep company and drink.and be merry, 


and kyows very well how to behave himſelf amongit Gentlemen.'ri 
all manner of good behaviour and courteous ſalutation : And as for 
that Lad y, ſhe can fing well, and play well apon Muſick, and ſhe 
kyuows how to behave her ſelf well towards Gentlemen,is bowing the 
body, and ſpeaking pleaſant words, But now, if 1 were toask a 
wiſe man, Of-what Kingdom is all this ? Is it of the Kingdom 
of G O D which is come down, and is commg:down among men ? 
or 1s it the Devil's kingdom,which is the ground of decert in the 
hearts of men? -Chritt ſaid, Be not you called of men Walters ; 


F ; J 


nor be not you called 'of men, Low ; for oze ts your, Maſter, and 


I4. 4 


Maith, 


oe 35 your Loo; which i in Heaven, - Chriſt did never teach 23+759> 
Lying, not Pride, nor Vanity, nor Luſt, nor no ſuch evil *® 


thing, but his Life bore witneſs againſt them ; for he ſaid, My 


Kingdom 25 zo: of thi World, if it were, then would my Diſciples Tob. x8, 
36, 


have fought. Now hereby I know that all cheſe who are in the 
fore-mentioned La#t, Vanity, Lyes, Flatteriag and Deceit, in 
their words, works," carriages and behaviours, .that- they are not 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, for being _ in.their 91zndes,. and proud 
4 '. In 


Concerning Iwiquity in the heart,” &c, _ 
in their hearts, after that they have flattered, and complemented 
one With another, when a matter Or cauſe COMES 1N competition 
berween them to have the Swperiority, and Maſtery, and the 

" Mot of the goods, riches and glory of the kingdom of this World, 


 a$ 


. . ECD . . , 
they fall into contention, ſtrifes, debates, quarrellivgs and fight. _ 
ing one With another, ſomtimes to the ſlaying and waurdering one - 


of another. Now theſe are they which the World call Gent{e- 

"2. Oh! utter ſhame to all the #orld ! If they came but to 

ſee their own Ignorance in this matter ; Chrilt ſaid, Learn of me, 

Matth. for I am Week and Lowly : And He forbad His Diſciples, which 
11,29, learned Meekzeſs of Him, and Lowlineſs of Him, to be oze 
with the World, in that which they fergned as their /owlmneſs, 

and which the #orld do now ſay is their. /owlineſs and humple- 

Mah Pls, in ſalutation. Be not you a5 the hypocrites are,that lave greet= 
6 pe: ings, and ſalutations in the Market-places, and love the uppermoſi 
3*3 50> Rooms at feaſts, and that love to pray to ve ſeen of men, or to have 
7 "+ the praiſe.of *men, or to be well ſpoken of in theworlds wayes, 
yy Wo be unto you, when all men ſhall ſpeak, well of you, ſaith Chi, 
ve 2. For thoſe which were in the cuſtoms of the World then, which 
were vain-glerious, and proud, loving the pra:ſe of wen, and the 


 flatteriug-words of men, 6 to flatter men with words of praiſe,they.._ ; 


were at exmity WithChriſt and his D:ſciples then:Of which djſcs- 
ple-ſhip Paul bears his T eftimony,exhorting the Brethren,ſaying, 
Rons, Be not conformable to the things of. this world, but be ye transformed, 
12,2, by the rezewing of your mindes. And now ſuch as are called, and. 


0 call themſelves the Gentlemen in theſe dayes, they. have, . 


dexe,and in all places are ready to do,the ſame things, hich the 
former evil generation did unto ( hriſt, and the Dyſciples , and 


the Brethren, which were transformed, by the renewing of their - 


winds, to as many which alſo are now led out of the vanes. 
of the #orld, to bear witneſs againk the decerts of the World, 
and the Iniquity in the hearts of the ſons of. men. ”E 
Furthermore, thoſe which ſay they..are Gentlemen ; Some 
are Scoffers,that's 1kmael's brood,and have Envy in their hearts, 
which are Cair's Brethren ; They will pull off their Hatts to a 
man's face, and ezvy him in therr hearts, and mock him behind. 
his back,, and will (mute, and fight,and quarrel,and yet ſuch are 
called Gentlemen, and are {aid to have. gaod breeding ; and 
pood manners, Whillt they have but the breeding of .the _ 
Y | _ kag 


S: 


Concerning Inquity in the heart, &c. | 
ed, and the manners of the ſcornfu/ ; and this is rotteneſs, and 
dirt, and chaffe, the drofſe and off-ſcouriag of the Earth : and 
when any of them come to kyow GOD, they ſhall know this to 
be Truth, according to the mind and will of GOD, anſwering 
that of GOD, the Light in all ("onſciences. 
And again, ſame of your Gentlemen will Lye, and ſwear to a 
Lye,in whoſe mouths Lying and Swearing is as common talking ; 
and ſome know how to complement, to go a whoring, and Rs, 4 
drank with Whores, and to make themſelves merry upon-the 
beds of Whores, and they dreſſe up themſelves in gay apparrel, and 
perfunee their apparrel, to. come with pleaſant ſmelsin the zoſtrils 
of Whores to be accepted 1n the houſe and eye of the Whores * And 
Whores doing the ſame , to be accepted of Whore-mongers, to 


. © Cmell ſweet in the moſtri/s of Whore-mongers ; and they paint 


a 


# 


their faces,and put black {pots in their faces,the Devil's Bark 
in their faces, that they may be well accepred in the ſight of their 
Lovers, and that their beanty may be pleaſant to the eye, and 
their ſavell ſweer'in the zoſfrils of their Lovers, Many of theſe 
are:your well-bred Gentlemen, and Gentlewomen ; but they are a 


FF - firtkein God's noſtrils, and an abhorring in the eye of the Lord ; 


whom the LORD GOD in his mighty Day, which is at haxd, 
will make an everlaſting abhorring unto all fleſh; Yaur well-bred 
Gentlemen and Gentlewomen, Which are ſaid to be of great Pa- 
rertage, and of great Births, Noblemens Children , their Fathers 
men of great Eſtates, they muſt be honoxred,and they muſt be 7e- 


ſpefted, for they are gallant-bred Gentlemen and Gentlewomen, 


and are full of good manzers; Whillt the leaſt part is not equal in 


all their members, the heart 15 not > cs before the LORD, 


but their hors are full of Rotrenneſs 
| And would not thzs very Generation make a mock of (hrift,if 
Chriſt ſhould come to ask of them, What was your Father 
Adam ? Did my Father ſay, that he was a Gentleman when he 
was made in.his #prightzeſs? or your Mother Eve a Geztle- 
woman, as the proud deceitful fleſh among you, are titled Gen- 
Heren and Genilewomen ? What was Abel, Seth and Enoch, Ne- 
ah, Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Moſes, Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Dxnel, Fob, Micha, Zechary,and the relt of the Prophets,were 
they ſuch Gentlemen as you ? Or: if Chriſt ſhould ſay, was I 
reckoned fuch aGenrleman as = who was{by ſuch tra»ſgreſſors 

| =. | 2 as 
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Concerning Iniquity in the heart, &c. 
as you are) numbred among rranſgreſſors ? Was Peter, Paul, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke or Fohn, Gentlemen, ſuch as you are? If 
Chriſt ſhould ask you theſe things, would not you /axgh at him 
and mock at himzas the Jews laughed and mocked him upon the 
Croſſe? And now I askyou,which of you is bettew than they were? 

And further, Where did any of the XHpoſiles, or Diſciples, or 
Brethren ſay one to another, To» are my Lood, Sir, / am your 
fave Sir ; with pull:zg off of Hats one to anvther, and making 
oreat bowings one to another ? Where do you find that that was 
the manner of their ſalutation and greeting one another, which 
you hold in deceit one towards another. 

Yet theſe Gentlemen of your nature, beſides that Name, in 
their carſed nature will ſay, We are Chriſtians, and Chriſt #5 our 
Lord and Saviour ; But I will tell you what Chriſt will fay to 
ſuch, yea unto many ſuch as will ſay Loyd, Lod, 7» thy Name 
we have done many miracles,in thy Name we have caſt out Devils, 
( your Gentlemen are far from that of caſting out Devils, and if 
the Lord Chriſt will fay to them ) Depart you curſed workers of 
Iniquity, I know you not, think you, will he ſay lefle to your 
Gentlemen ? 


Again, you that call Ch7iſ?, Lord, hear you what the Lord | 


Chriſt ſaid unto ſuch as you are, Why call ye me LORD, and do 


mot the things which I ſay? Now this Chriſt ſaid, Thou ſhalt 


love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, with all thy mind, and 
with all thy ſoul, and thy nerghboar as thy ſelf. Paul witneſſed to 
it, That therighteouſaeſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who 
wa!k aot after the fleſh,but after the Spirit And again ſaith Chrift, 
He that loveth me keepeth my Commandments. Unto which Joh» 


. bears Teſtimony,ſaying,hoſoever ſaith he kyows God, and keeps 


wot his Commandments , is a lyar. So you are here brought to 
proof and tryal, whether GOD 1s your LORD, or the Prince of 
the power of darkneſſe (he that was a Lyar from the beginning) 
your principal Head and Ruler, let that of GOD, the Light in 
all your Conſciences Anſwer, 

How dare you take my Name in your monthes, ſaith GO Dy 


, whilſt you hate to be reformed ? This 1s to- you alſo that take 


God's Name 1# vain, When your hearts are vain and exerciſed-in 
vanity, and telling vain ſtories, and ſpeaking about vars things. 
GOD wilt nat hold you guiltleſs that take his Name in vain, and 

= the 
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Concerning Imquity In the heart, &c, 2X 
the Name of Jeſus in vain ; yet you would have the Name of Exod. 
Chriſtians becauſe you confeſſe Chriſt to have been ſlain at Feru- 20, 7. 
falem, but that will not ſerve you, though alto you call him 
Lord, whillt you keep not the Commandments of the Lord, For 
I enquire among you all, concerning the Lord of Life, whe- 
ther you know him to be daily crucified in your ſtreets, which 
ſpiritually are called Sodom and Egypt > Here Chrift 1s but cal- 
led Lord with that [:qmty Which for the love of the azrighte- 
ous Mammon call men Maſters, and Lords, and ſaith, I am your 
Servant Sir, 7 am your Slave Sir, whilſt that is but a flat- 
tering Lye; And here they flatter others with Lyes, and flatter 
themſelves with LZyes andin Lyes, and are ſo vain in their /- 
»aginations, that they would flatter GOD with Lyes : But GOD 
will make you all to kzow, that he will not be mxcked. Where- Gal. 
fore I ſay unto you, that in vazrz hopes you expect Salvation, 6, 7. 
Whoſe pleaſure is to perſevere in Imquity, who are bound in the | 
Womb of Witch-crafts, in the loathſomneſs of all manner of un- 
righteouſneſs, If Noah, Damel and Job were among you, their 
rrghteonſneſs ſhould but ſave themſelves,and but onely Jeſws the E eG 
R;ghteonſneſs of GOD mnercede for them ; or if Paul, Peterand I4. 14+ 
Mary were among this Gezeratioz of loathſome finners, their 
righteouſneſs ſhould but only ſave themſelves, and Jeſs the only 
Intercefſor and Mediator but only Iatercede for them : So where- 
in you hope to dze the death of the Jſt, and ſo to recerve the 
Inheritance of the Fuſt, and live not the /ife of the Faſt, I tell 
you zay ; The Inheritance of the Juſt will not be yours, who {:ve 
not the Life of the Juſt,” Your hope in the ed (Remember in 
vengeance, When you are under wrath, that I told you before 
[ mark the end ] their hope ) 1s the hope of the Hypocrite , 
and their rr#ſt is as a Spider's-web : you that are called Jeb 8. 
Gentlem:n and Gentlewomen , Who hve in your lufts and 13, 14. 

pleaſures, Read you your Figure as ina Glajs ; the Scripture Luke, 

concerning the Rich mzanand Lazarus ; Read the Tormeat of 16. 20, 
D:ves and mark his portion, and confider your latter exd, 28; 22, 
« Fudah and Jeruſalem had a day of warning, whoſe Izhabi- 23, 24, 
tants Were adorned With all manner of bravery and tinkling Or- 25. 
vaments, With chains and bracelets and ornaments of the leggs, Iſa. 2. 
and ear-r1ngs,and rings, and changable ſuns of apparrel, wimples, x8. to. 
end criſping-pins, and g/afſes, and ſize 1inen,and hoods, and _ ; 2.4- 
ut 
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42. 4s _ as for the houſe of Iſrael they have ſet up their /dols intheit 
carts, ; | 


The Gronnd of Idolatry in the heart. 
but the LORD GOD changed the olory of their Liberty, 


and brought them down into Captivity. Let cheir Sufferings be 


your Example; and remember when S»ffering comes upon you, 
that you Were warned to Repent, And now you that would 
hnow the true adorning, let me tell you what Peter witneſſeth to 
be the true adormng ; - # aith, Let £ = be og outward adormug, 
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of pattiug on of ap. 
an ; o let it be the hidden a ofthe bas Is he kts 
zot corruptible, even the ornament of a meek.and quiet ſpirit, which 
zs 11 the ſight of God of great price. | ; 
Novv har will you all ſay for your ſelves, who in your fe 
are exeres to the Life, walking contrary to the Doftrine of the 
Apoſtle Peter ? | 
Deceive not your Souls, if you would chuſe to dys the death 
of the Fuft, to have the /nheritance of the Juſt, You muſt all 
chooſe firſt, to come to the L:ght in all yourConſciences,h:c>b 
reproves you for all your ſins and wickedneſs, and following'the 


Lrght which comes from Chriſt, and none other Guide, it will 


lead you to the Life of the Fu, where none other Guide can 


lead you, unto Chriſt the true Light of the World, who is the. 


Shepherd and Leader of his little Flock, unto pleaſant Paſtures , 
who are deſpiſed and hated of the wicked ſinful World,even as our 
Lord and Shepherd was before us. But now is the LORD 
GOD coming to judge for his own, whoſe we are, and not our 
own, | 


- 


The Ground of Idolatry im the Heart. 


1s _ » and in which Jdolatry is brought 
forth. 
Whilſt AZ:ſes was in the Mont , and outaf 
the Camp, the Children of Iſrael conſulted together, and with 
Aaron the Prieft, and made a Calf, and worſhipped it, . 
As for the Heathen in theie dayes, they have the Images of 
things v::bly before them, and do bow their heads unto themz 


Now - 


Ow I would ſhew you the Groard in which an Jdol 
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' part {that is ro ſay, the whole hearc] the True GO Drequire?)” . | 


1 hy Gronnd of Idolatry in the Heart, 
. Now cone you and examze all your hearts, and let that of 
God 7» you anſwer me : Paul the Apoſtle ſaid, Covetonſneſs 18 Cyl. 2.5 
Jdolatry : In that heart which 15 coverozs, the Image of Ceſar, 
the [mage of the Prince of the Nation, his Superſcription, 
Mark. and Stamp, in the Gold, Silver and Brafſe, that's the - 1 
god which he ſerves, that is the 7dol in his heart, the love of ; 
the Manmon is planted i= his heart, Nov that heart Chriſt 
ſaith cannot ſerve G OD, becauſe the unrighteous Mammen 
is aſter in the heart, (Matth.6. 24.) maſter of the mind, ma- 
fter of the affettion, and maſter of the ſecret thoughts, and there 
isno ſpirit to ſerve G OD; for the 924d is in the Mammor, 
and it cannot ſerve G O D, | 
Again, Such as are prozd, having great Poſſeſſions in the Earth 
and 20 vain-glorionuſly in gay Apparrel, which ſeek for the honour 
which comes from man, and which /ove to be called Maſter and 
Lord, and to be faid unto, / am pour ſervant Sir, and, / am 
pour flave Sir ; ſuch are Zxbelrevers ſaith Chriſt, which ſeek Toh.5. 
honour one from another ; they have not Faith,for they are not 
faithful'in their life, in vbedience to Chriſt”s Words, who ſaith,Be Why 
10s. yolt called of. 1c» Dalters ; for one 2 your Lo2d, which i in 1c 1 "0 
Heaven. Now their glory in the fleſh, is the Idol ſet up in their : i 
hearts ; here G OD1s diſhononred by that cxrſed Image in the 
heart, and {del of vain-glory in the heart : for the Scriptures 
ſay, All Glory belongs to GOD. So when the heart luſteth 
after any Glory , and ſets up Glory in his mind, that is a trange 
god,and that ftrange god hath the g/ory, and not the True G O D, 
that:is ou of the gods of the Earth, which will not ſave, but 
ſhall be'deftroyed, with the worſhipper of the falſe god. 
. Again, Some are Dru»kards, others Glattons, Whoremongers, 
Whores and Thieves ; 1 would have all theſe alſo to k»ow the 
Image and Idol which is.ſet up in their hearts, and the fal god 
which they.wor{1p with their affections, and all their hearts, 
which the true Ererual. GOD will deſtroy : Luſt and pleaſwre. py 
rs their god, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Whoſe belly ;s their god, who. © Js 
mind earthly things, But Whilſt their hearts and affettions take hs 
pleaſure in hechingnef the fleſh, and ſo worſhip the 1do/ and 
falſe god in their bearts with the love of their hearts, (which 
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they are but fattis e themſelves tobe fit for defiruttion, _ 


